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That trudge betwixt the king and Mistress Shore.
Heard you not what an humble suppliant
Lord Hastings was to her for his delivery ?                  75
Glou. Humbly complaining to her deity
Got my lord chamberlain his liberty.
I '11 tell you what; I think it is our way,
If we will keep in favour with the king,
To be her men and wear her livery.                             80
The jealous o'er-worn widow and herself,
Since that our brother dubb'd them gentlewomen,
Are mighty gossips in this monarchy. Brak  I beseech your graces both to pardon me;
His majesty hath straitly given in charge,                    85
That no man shall have private conference,
Of what degree soever, with his brother. Glou. Even so; an't please your worship, Brakenbury,
You may partake of any thing we say.
74. you] Ff, Qq 7, 8; ye Qq 1-6.       75. was to her for his] Qq; was, for her Fi; was, for his Ffa, 3; was for his F 4.       83. this] Qq; our Ff.       87. his] Qq; your Ff.       88. an '*] Pope; and Qq i, 2, Ff; & Qq 3-6.       Brakenbury] Ff; Brokenbury Qq.
73. Mistress Shore] Jane Shore was   brackets her name with that of Mistress
daughter of a Cheapside mercer and   Shore in a spirit of malicious insinua-
wife of a goldsmith in Lombard Street,   tion.    That erroneous accounts of her
More says that she used her influence   origin were current   appears from  a
with the   king   "to manie   a   mans   phrase in the translation of Polydore
comfort and releefe.   Where the king   Vergil (ed. Ellis, 1844, p. 117), where
tooke displeasure, shee would mitigate   the king is said to have kept his marriage
and appease his mind:   where men   secret "because the woman was  of
were out of fauour, she would bring   meane caulyng."
them in his grace."   In 1483 Glouces-       83. gossips] familiar  acquaintances,
ter, as Protector (see below, in. iv.) ac-   So   Gammer  Gurton's ^Needle,  1575,
cused   her   of  sorcery   against   his   "mother Chat, my gossip"; Midsum-
person.   No proof being found against   mer-Nighfs Dream> n. i. 47; Merchant
her, she was condemned to do penance   of Venice, in. i. 9; Jonson, Barthoh-
in St.  Paul's for incontinency.    She   mew Fair, 1614, i, i: " All the poets
died in poverty c. 1527,                          and poet-suckers in town . . . are the
75.  to her for his] Qq, although add-   players' gossips"   Nares quotes Ver-ing an extra foot to the line, have the   stegen for   the  origin of the word, better reading.   "Fat her delivery" in    "Such as undertooke for the child at Ff can mean only " for delivery at her   baptisme,  called each   other  by   the hands/' which is strained and awkward,    name of Godsib, that is, of kin together
81.  o1erworn] Compare Chapman (?),    through God."   The sense of vulgar Alphonsus Emperor of Germany, 1654,   familiarity implied by Richard is found 1.2:  "Joachim Carolus, Marquess of   in Piers the Plow man, B-text, v.3io (A-Brandenburg, o'erworn with age."           text, 152), and  Chaucer,  Canterbury
82. gentlewomen] There was no ques-    Tales, D. 548.   Compare Fr, compere. tion of Elisabeth's gentry.    Richard   commere.